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 Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 17th, 2019 
5:30 p.m.   

 
On Monday, June 17th, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Vice-Chair Bruce Cheeseman, Stan Dukas, Al Voegele, 
and Town Manager Carrie Johnson.  Absent were Chair Brendan Deso and Jessica 
Frost. 
 
B. Cheeseman opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  The purpose for the earlier start was to 
conduct an executive session to discuss a contractual and personnel item. 
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to go into executive session at 5:30 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to recess the Selectboard meeting at 6:26 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Officials and staff present: Vice-Chair Bruce Cheeseman, Stan Dukas, Al Voegele, 
Town Manager Carrie Johnson, and Recording Secretary Jenn Gray.  Absent were 
Chair Brendan Deso, and Jessica Frost. 
 
Public:  Bob Fairbanks, Jonathan Giroux, Alan Teague, Matt and Kaziv Young with 
Ascent Consulting, Brad Rabinowitz, Mary Pickener, and Tim Smith.         
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Executive Session 
No motions came out of the executive session held earlier. 
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the general warrant dated June 17th, 
2019 in the amount of $144,664.01.  Seconded by A. Voegele.  All in favor, none 
opposed, motion carried.  
 
Payroll Warrants  
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to approve the payroll warrants dated June 
7th, 2019 in the amount of $19,738.97 and June 14th, 2019 in the amount of 
$19,849.25.  Seconded by S. Dukas.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Industrial Park Warrant & Stone House Revitalization Account Warrant 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in 
the amount of $2,240.64 and the Stone House Revitalization account warrant in the 
amount of $7,550.66.  Seconded by S. Dukas.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, June 3rd, 2019 as presented.  Seconded by S. Dukas.  All in favor, 
none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Capital Project Account Warrant 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the Capital Project Account 
warrant dated June 17th, 2019 in the amount of $8,500.  Seconded by S. Dukas.  All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
 
 



Town of St. Albans Selectboard  2  
Mtg. of 6.17.19 
 

Department of Public Works Garage and Salt Shed Update 
Project Manager Matt Young came before the Board to provide updates on both the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) garage and salt shed projects.  He explained we are 
still under budget.  We haven’t started the salt shed yet, and have not touched the 
contingency funds.  He submitted a request of funds from Vtrans for the salt shed grant 
in the amount of $24,980.80.  Mr. Young reviewed the monthly status reports (MSR) for 
both the garage and salt shed.   
 
DPW Garage 
Mr. Young explained that there is a net ADD change order of $5,472 to Connor 
Construction for various design improvements and credits.  There are pending net 
DEDUCT change orders covering various ongoing design changes (a decrease to the 
slope of building and added columns).  Connor Construction is currently preparing cost 
for the City sewer system in lieu of the mound system.  An ADD change order of $3,700 
has been issued to Cross Consulting to design electrical power to accommodate future 
generator back-up system.  It was discussed that the Town could apply for a grant for 
the purchase of a generator.  Bidding the generator will be later in the building process.   
 
General Comments 
Mr. Young explained that the Department of Fire Safety (DFS) permit has been issued to 
allow for foundation work to being.  However, that work was delayed 3 weeks due to 
approval of the DFS permit.  The MOU has been executed for sewer easement on the 
Pion property.  Foundation start has been delayed by 3 weeks.  The roadway to the 
building has been completed and the water line to building has started.   
 
3 Week Look Ahead 
Excavation of building foundation has begun with a completion date of July 10th and 
back filling in mid-July.   
 
Salt Shed 
60% of the salt shed design has been completed and is currently under review by 
VTrans.  60% design cost estimate has been developed; it is now $28,000 lower than 
the previous estimate.  With the VTrans grant, the estimated cost will now be $413,000.  
We are waiting for a clearance letter from VTrans from archeology and geology site 
visits.  A grant reimbursement has been submitted to VTrans for $24,980.80 and has 
been approved; waiting for the check.  VTrans has agreed that Ascent Consulting 
qualifies as a 3rd party inspector/owners rep; this means no additional staffing will be 
required, saving additional cost and potential time.   
 
3 Week Look Ahead 
The salt shed project is on hold until all environmental issues (Archeology/Geology 
clearance letter and Federal Highway review) are completed.   
 
Stormwater Permit 
B. Cheeseman asked about stormwater.  Mr. Young explained that we permitted for the 
mound system and are working on a municipal sewer system.  As soon as we get the 
design for the sewer system, we will switch from the mound system to the City system.  
The stormwater permit has already been submitted and approved.   
 
Collins Perley Board Appointment 
B. Cheeseman rescinded his interest for consideration.  The Board decided to interview 
both Mary Pickener, current Collins Perley board member, and Alan Teague at this time.   
Kris Sabourin, another interested party was not available to attend this meeting.  The 
Board would like the opportunity to meet with Mr. Sabourin and make the Complex 
board appointment at their next meeting on July 1st.   
 
Mr. Teague gave the Board some background.  He has been involved with Collins 
Perley for several years.  Now that he is retired, he has more time to participate on the 
Collins Perley board, which is more of an advisory board.  B. Cheeseman asked Mr. 
Teague if he knew of any of the current Board members.  Mr. Teague stated he did not.   
 
A. Voegele stated that it is his understanding that there are a number of issues facing 
the (Collins Perley) advisory board about the community's needs for multiple recreational 
facilities.  All those things add up to a whole lot of money.  In your point of view, how do 
you look at that and what Collins Perley should be doing versus the Town and how 
would you report that to the rest of the community?  Mr. Teague answered by saying 
thanks to Dave (Kimmel) for the great job of getting the complex to the point of where it's 
at now.  What gets pushed to the side is the community's ability to leverage the facility.  
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The State's population is getting older and as you get older, the two important things are 
to exercise to stay healthy and have activities.  It's a great asset for the high school.  Mr. 
Teague went on to say that he didn't know much about the finances for the facility at this 
time.  He didn't know if adding to the facility for more public use would be a possibility.  
There are a lot of things that could be done for older and younger people.         
 
B. Cheeseman asked Mr. Teague how he felt about putting a second ice rink up there.  
Mr. Teague explained they've been talking about that since 1999, but there were some 
unfortunate events over the years that kept this from happening a long time ago.  B. 
Cheeseman stated that there is a demand for it, especially for the schools.  He also 
suggested seeing a Capital Improvement Plan for the complex, if there is one.   
 
Ms. Pickener explained that there is a Capital Improvement Plan, and it has to go 
through the school district.  A. Voegele asked if that plan included the turf fields and 
playground equipment.  Ms. Pickener stated that the playground is in progress.  The 
discussion is more around the possibility of a second ice rink or a turf field.  If you do the 
turf field, all the other fields would need improved drainage systems.  Essentially, turn 
over one grass field into turf every year for five years.   
 
Ms. Pickener has spoken to people within the Health Department and other programs on 
how to address creating programs for a much broader population.  We may need to 
consider other communities to help with the costs of multiple improvements to Collins 
Perley.   
 
Tim Smith – FCIDC 
Tim Smith came before the Board to provide an update on the Industrial Park.  They are 
as busy as they have ever been.  The industrial park is 93 acres with 8 salable lots.  
FCIDC has found that entities are looking for smaller lots so, FCIDC is in the process of 
subdividing Lot 1 into 3 smaller lots.  Currently, there is a Purchase and Sale Option on 
one lot that is 3 acres.  They are close to signing another Purchase and Sale Option for 
another 3 acres  that should happen with in the month.  That will leave a 4 acre lot to sell 
when needed.  Currently working with a company called Gravel for an 11 acre parcel.  
Mr. Smith went on to explained that he spoke to someone today who may be interested 
in Lot #9 for a 61,000 sq. ft. building. 
 
Mr. Smith explained that the problem they are finding with new construction is that the 
cost is around $10 a square foot whereas is the past, it was around $4 or $5 per square 
foot.   
 
Currently, Barry Callebaut has 31 openings.  B. Cheeseman asked if we can do anything 
to help get the word out that those positions are available, maybe do some advertising 
for the Industrial Park or partner with the City of St. Albans?  Mr. Smith said he felt the 
City would be open to that.   
 
Mr. Smith sent an email to our legislators proposing a welcome center on 89 South in 
Highgate.  Cost is estimated to be around $3 - $5 million.   
 
S. Dukas explained that with the expansions in the industrial park, there are a lot of open 
positions.  He asked Mr. Smith what the “outside world” was doing about hiring.  Mr. 
Smith explained that we lost a significant resource in that area when Kathy Lavoie left 
the Franklin/Grand Isle Workforce Investment Board.  She served as Director and 
worked with the internship program.  She got State funding for both, then that funding 
went away.  She ended up leaving those positions.  From that prospective, Mr. Smith 
didn't have an answer for S. Dukas other than we missed out on a major opportunity.   
 
Mr. Smith explained that the high school, in discussions with Kevin Dirth, 
Superintendent, they are taking the career position more seriously.  They had an 
individual working two days a week to work with kids who have chosen not to go onto 
college.  Mr. Dirth is looking to expand that in the future; educating students on career 
opportunities.     
 
Mr. Smith stated that the more things we can do as a whole community by bringing more 
people to St. Albans the better off we are in the region.  We need to expose people to 
what the City and Town have to offer.  It may get more people here, even move here.   
 
Sunflower Festival 
Scott Magnan planted sunflowers last year and wanted to do it again this year.  He rents 
land from FCIDC to grow crops.  There are 2 vacant lots that he has planted with 



Town of St. Albans Selectboard  4  
Mtg. of 6.17.19 
 

sunflowers.  The City and Town of St. Albans will have sunflowers throughout the city as 
well as local merchants.  There will be music, food, and a fun run.  The festival takes 
place August 2nd, 3rd, and 4th.      
 
City/Town Joint Meeting 
T. Smith explained that we are trying to schedule a joint meeting between the City and 
the Town.  He explained that there was an impromptu escort for the BFA girls after 
winning the softball championship.  Both the City and Town had fire trucks in the escort 
as well as the St. Albans Police.  We need to recognize the successes in our community, 
especially for our youth.  It was agreed to consider doing this at the City/Town Board 
meeting.   
 
Town Manger Contract 
The Board agreed to postpone this until there is a full Board at their next meeting, July 
1st. 
 
Letter of Intent to Participate in the Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program 
The Town will be getting about $13,000 this year.  There was consensus to apply for this 
grant and approve the letter of intent to participate.      
 
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to approve the Letter of Intent to Participate 
in The Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program.  Seconded by S. Dukas.  All in 
favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Grant Letters of Support – VTrans Bike & Pedestrian 
Swanton/St. Albans Town Bike Path 
At the meeting of May 20th, Christine Sweeney and Lise MacDonald came before the 
Board to discuss a possible joint grant application with the Town of Swanton for a bike 
and pedestrian safety initiative on Maquam Shore Road.  This was again discussed at 
the last Selectboard meeting on June 3rd.  C. Johnson had spoken to the Town of 
Swanton, they already had most of their grant application completed and were not going 
to include with their application a section of Maquam Shore Road that exists in the 
Town.    
 
St. Albans Health Path 
Sue Scribner and Jon Kaplan at VTrans have asked for a number of new items.  The 
Town needs to do a scoping study for the health path and do that with a grant.  A. 
Voegele mentioned the possibility of the Town taking over the St. Albans State Highway 
access (SASH).  A. Voegele suggested A. Mashtare get an estimate on the costs to take 
over and maintain the SASH if the Town accept ownership.  B. Cheeseman explained 
we would need to sit down and discuss this in length once all the details are available.  
C. Johnson explained there is a lengthy process, and it's explained in the VTrans white 
book.   
 
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to apply for the VTrans grant and have Chair 
Brendan Deso sign the letter of support.  Seconded by B. Cheeseman.  All in 
favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Transportation Advisory Committee 
B. Cheeseman explained he attended his first Transportation Advisory Committee last 
week and one of the topics was the Exit 19 intersection.  This is now back on the 
drawing board as to what is going to be done there.   
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Town Manager's Report 
Art Wall Installation 
Jessica Frost and Director of Public Works Alan Mashtare proposed installing an art wall 
at the beginning of the Bay Dock, on the left hand side.  Some of the rules are that you 
cannot paint words, symbols, or numbers.  There was consensus as to the art walls 
proposed location.   
 
Water/Wastewater Allocation Request – Champlain Veterinary Hospital – Bill 
Gunther, DVM 
Brad Rabinowitz, the architect for this project came before the Board requesting a water 
and wastewater allocation.  The vet hospital is looking 5 – 10 years in the future and not 
adding on right now.  Mr. Rabinowitz explained that the State has changed the way it 
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calculates wastewater permits.  The allocation is based on number of vets, staff, and 
boarded animals.   
 
MOTION:  A. Voegele made a motion to approve the water/wastewater allocation 
request for the Champlain Veterinary Hospital as presented.  Seconded by S. 
Dukas.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Schedule 
The Town offices are closed July 4th.  Bay Day is July 6th.  Duct Tape Regatta, paddle 
boat races, and volleyball tournament will be a part of Bay Day this year.  C. Johnson 
thanked the volunteers who helped out with the Car Show at the Bay Park.  This raised a 
$2,000 donation for the Stone House. The next regular meetings are Monday, July 1st 

and Monday, July 15th.  
 
Chairman's Report 
None. 
 
Other Business 
Police Advisory Committee 
A. Voegele explained that the Police Advisory Committee submitted a report 
recommending the Town ask the Town attorney to draft an ordinance for the purpose of 
developing a mooring policy in the Bay.  RADM Hamm has agreed to work with A. 
Voegele to figure out what areas would contain the mooring sites.  Discussion with the 
Agency of Natural Resources, the Coast Guard, and the Army Corps of Engineers; 
although no one is exercising jurisdiction over us creating an ordinance, they would like 
us to share with them the areas we designate in that ordinance for moorings so, they 
can advise us on how to improve the plan.  We can do the mapping online with National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  A. Voegele recommended the Town 
Manager move forward with speaking with the Town Attorney.     
 
S. Dukas expressed that he wanted more information before authorizing the Town 
Manager to move forward.  No consensus was reached.  B. Cheeseman stated that this 
will be discussed at the next Selectboard meeting.      
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
8:24p.m.  Seconded by S. Dukas .  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jenn Gray, Recording Secretary  


