NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
Illegal Burning, Burying and Dumping of Waste Materials
Please be advised that the burning, burying and dumping of trash, tires, plastic, paper, cardboard, and any other man made material is illegal in the State of Vermont. Furthermore, the member communities of the Northwest Vermont Solid Waste District (NWSWD) have adopted an ordinance prohibiting burning, burying and dumping of waste of any kind. NWSWD is providing enforcement through the Vermont Traffic Court system. Fines for repeat offenses can be as high as $500.00 per day.  

The burning of waste is not only a fire hazard, but it creates extremely toxic materials. These toxins, such as dioxin, and furans are cancer causing agents and have proven to be dangerous at very low levels. Waste, is made up of plastics and chemically treated papers and packaging that create these toxins when burned.  Commercial incinerators have emission controls installed to prevent the release of these poisons, a burn barrel or pit does not.  Dioxin, a by product of the burning of plastic, has been found at relatively high levels in Vermont and much of this pollution is suspected to come from backyard burning activities.
NWSWD and the State of Vermont are taking action with violations of waste management laws. We are conducting active patrols and encouraging residents to report violations. NWSWD is coordinating with other enforcement agencies to issue tickets for burning, burying, or dumping of trash, construction waste, and all man made materials. 
Please contact the District or go to www.NWSWD.org to find safe and legal solutions to waste management.
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Enforcement Officer

